THE   FQUNDATIONS    OF    THE    FUTURE         197

expect the gunsmith to sell you a rifle which can see
tigers as well as shoot them. For that, you must learn
woodcraft.

In other words : if ready-made rules for dealing with
situations of specific types are what you want, natural
science is the kind of thing which can provide them.
The reason why the civilization of 1600-1900, based upon
natural science, found bankruptcy staring it in the face
was because, in its passion for ready-made rules, it had
neglected to develop that kind of insight which alone
could tell it what rules to apply, not in a situation of a
specific type, but in the situation in which it actually
found itself. It was precisely because history offered us
something altogether different from rules, namely, insight,
that it could afford us the help we needed in diagnosing
our moral and political problems.

The second is this. If you are sure that the thing you
ire going to see in the grass is going to be a tiger, and if
your only idea about tigers is that they are things to shoot,
take a rifle with you. But are you sure ? What if it
turns out to be your own child playing Indians ?

In other words : there are situations which, for one
reason or another, can be handled without appeal to any
ready-made rules at all, so long as you have insight into
them. All you need in such cases is to see what the.
situation is, and you can then extemporize a wTay of
dealing with it which will prove satisfactory. This
second type of case, I thought, was of great importance
in moral and political life, and I will explain as best I can,
though I cannot do so very briefly, what I was thinking
about it.

When I speak of action, I shall be referring to that kind
of action in which the ag^t does what he does not because
lie is in a certain situation, but because he knows or